
RADICAL HINDUS MEET SOUL-WINNING CAMPAIGN  

Don Iverson, Tamil Nadu, India  

Among the Hindus in India is a radical group known as the RSS. Recent persecution by this 

group in the state of Orissa has been a popular news item lately. Some who profess a belief in 

Christ have been burned to death. Orphanages have been torched. According to Zeenews, a 

few days ago, an angry mob of 40 to 50 men attacked one house and a nun was raped by 

several of the attackers. The nun claims several policemen were aware of what was 

happening and did nothing to try and stop the violence. Though Orissa is a state far from 

Tamil Nadu, many of the RSS here are feeling empowered.  

In Tamil Nadu we are beginning a nine day soul-winning campaign on Monday, November 

17. Approximately 1,500 evangelists, almost all trained in our preacher training schools here, 

will participate. In the southern part of the state the work has already begun. Some of the 

villages prove difficult for our brothers to enter, as the radicals are often threatening. One 

such community is located outside of Trichendur, and every time the brothers have attempted 

to evangelize there they have been chased away. The radical leader in the village is named 

Kumar. Just a few hours ago I received a call from our brothers informing me that yesterday 

they had baptized Kumar’s wife, Anthony Eitphai. I asked about Kumar’s response and they 

said he had not opposed her baptism. God is great!  

In Mootham, an area where we did much service during the tsunami relief campaign, we 

have also met a lot of opposition from the extremists. Many of our sisters, like Paramai, are 

widows in Mootham. When brothers came into her village and started passing out tracts the 

radicals again got angry. The neighbor to Paramai came to her house and began swearing, 

screaming vulgarities at her because she was a member of the church of Christ. Other 

neighbors, feeling sorry for her, came to her defense. One Hindu man told the extremist to 

mind his own business and that this poor widow was not hurting anyone. The fanatic then 

picked up a piece of steel and hit him over the head, landing the victim in the hospital with 

six stitches.  

Now the brothers are helping to care for the kind victim. He has “taken a shine” to our 

brothers and they see a door opening for the gospel. As for the radical Hindu, he was terrified 

that charges would be brought against him. He came and asked for forgiveness and his family 

has begged for charges not to be filed. The brothers are hoping his changed attitude will 

provide yet another opportunity for a heart to receive the gospel.  

Today, near Trichendur, a fifteen-year devotee of Hinduism has been baptized into Christ. 

Nagaiyam was zealous in his former religion, making barefoot sixty-five mile pilgrimages to 

Hindu temples. He will now zealously serve the True God of Heaven. These hard working 

evangelists will be in full swing starting Monday. As an appetizer, we have already seen 

about sixteen new souls added. Pray that we will find honest hearts that are searching for 

truth. Pray that God will give a bountiful increase. Pray for our brothers to be steadfast, brave 

and persistent. Pray for God’s protection.  

****************************  

“EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH”  

Toney L. Smith  

The preceding article was sent to a friend of mine. I find it hard to fully comprehend the 

impact these attacks must have on our brethren in India. For many years the gospel has been 

very well received and many have been brought to the Lord. We often hear accounts of our 

brethren around the world who are being persecuted as they go about fulfilling the Great 

Commission (Matthew 28:18-20). We have a tendency to overlook or dismiss the powerful 

worldwide opposition to the saving gospel (Romans 1:16).  

In the United States of America we “…have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin” 

(Hebrews 12:4). We have enjoyed the freedom to teach God’s word to our friends and 

neighbors. However, it is alarming, as we have seen news reports this very week in Dallas, 

Texas. The television news showed protestors opposing Biblical truth concerning “same sex 

relationships” (Romans 1:26-27). Also notice this news report from Lansing, Michigan – 

“This is what we're up against. On Sunday morning, amidst worshiping congregants and 

following unifying prayers that our President-elect be granted wisdom as he prepares to lead 

our nation through difficult global, social and economic challenges, the Michigan left 

declared open war on peaceful church goers. They did it with banners, chants, blasphemy, by 

storming the pulpit, by vandalizing the church facility, by potentially defiling the building 

with lewd, public, sex acts and by intentionally forcing physical confrontations with 

worshipers…Prayer had just finished when men and women stood up in pockets across the 

congregation, on the main floor and in the balcony.  ‘Jesus was gay,’ they shouted among 

other profanities and blasphemies as they rushed the stage.” (What a blasphemous 

abomination! tls)  

It is hard to imagine that this sort of behavior is becoming more and more commonplace. It 

does not matter what the world may do, we must continue to be steadfast in our stand for 

truth (1 Corinthians 15:58). In this country, Christians have not been forced to defend God 

and His word. Some have stood up while others said nothing. My brethren it is “high time” 

that God’s children stood in defense of the sacredness of the faith. If we do not…who will? If 

we do not do it now…when will we begin? If we are not very, very careful we will wait too 

long. For the sake of our souls, our children’s souls, the church and all that is good and holy. 

Let us “stand up, stand up for Jesus!” Remember: The truth is the only solution to our 

problems!  


