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It seems to be an ever-growing fad in the Lord's church to DIVIDE the 
worship assembly. It is being divided for special interest groups, age groups, and 
in one place it was suggested that there be separate assemblies for various 
education levels. Please understand I am not referring to the Bible classes, but to 
the worship assembly.  The “divided assembly” is often called "parallel worship" 
or some other descriptive name. This action is being advocated to accommodate 
certain special groups and is held at the same time as the worship assembly. 
 All of these are to be understood as being in violation of God's command 
to "ASSEMBLE TOGETHER." It is not God's will for a congregation to break 
away from one another for the worship assembly. This practice is sinful because 
it violates clear and plain Bible commands (Hebrews 10:24-25).  
  In this article I want us to consider just one of these innovations. There 
continues to be a growing interest with some to separate the adults from the 
children. This division is called "children's church," "children's Bible hour," 
"children's worship," etc. At one congregation the division was called 
"Sunshine Mountain." But whatever it is called it is in reality a sinful practice.  
 In Deuteronomy 31:12-13 we read, "Gather the people together, men, and 
women, and children, and thy stranger that is within thy gates, that they may 
hear, and that they may learn, and fear the LORD your God, and observe to do 
all the words of this law:  And that their children, which have not known any thing, 
may hear, and learn to fear the LORD your God..." It is clear that the entirety of 
the people were to gather together to worship. Verse 11 shows that the assembly 
was to be in the place that God chose. Thus, we must conclude that God intends 
for a congregation of His people to be assembled in the same place and at the 
same time. Any division will hinder our ability to "consider one another to provoke 
unto love and to good works," which is accomplished by assembling together 
(Hebrews 10:24-25)! 
 The Bible speaks time and time again of saints coming “together” in the 
worship assembly. The Bible says, “And upon the first day of the week, when the 
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to 
depart on the morrow; and continued his speech until midnight” (Acts 20:7). In 1 
Corinthians 11:20 we read “When ye come together therefore into one place...” 
How can this be done if we are not together? We must have Bible authority for all 
that we say or do (Colossians 3:17). It is clear and unmistakable that we have the 
authority for assembling together. Therefore we must ask, where is the authority 

to divide the worship assembly? There is none…and thus we must conclude that 
this practice is sinful (Revelation 22:18-19).  
 A closer look at the Children's Bible Hour shows that it not only divides the 
assembly, it does not distinguish between worship and entertainment. The 
divided arrangement also implies (and some have said) that our children cannot 
learn in the worship assembly. Division in the worship assembly directly violates 
the command to be together (Notice Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:18, 20, 33-34; 
14:23; Hebrews 10:25). Surely we can see that we have no authority to divide the 
WORSHIP ASSEMBLY!  
 If it is proper to divide the assembly for one group of people, why not for 
others as well? If the “Children’s Bible hour” is filling the needs of the young folk, 
why not divide the assembly for a “Senior’s Bible Hour,” or for a male or female 
assembly? And lets carry it to the necessary conclusion. Why not just meet with 
our own families in our own homes? I never cease to be amazed at what my 
brethren are willing to do to satisfy their selfish desires. Children’s Bible Hour is 
selfish because it leaves God’s desire out of the decision. God had a reason for 
commanding the assembling of the saints. We desperately need to give earnest 
heed to what God desires! 

************************************************************ 

“HOME” 

 

    The deterioration in society is usually the result of a breakdown in the home. 
There can be no happiness without proper law and order. The rule of the jungle 
is “every man do his own thing.” This is a vain and dangerous philosophy 
(Colossians 2:8). If we are going to have good and happy homes we must follow 
the guidelines set forth by the word of God. Notice just how clearly God speaks 
of the home and relations within it: 
 

1. Parents:  “Train up a child in the way he should go, And even when he is 
old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). 

2. Fathers:  “And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4). 

3. Husbands:  “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
church, and gave himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25). 

4. Wives:  “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the 
Lord” (Ephesians 5:22). 

5. Children:  “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right” 
(Ephesians 6:1).



 


