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     It is absolutely heart wrenching to see and hear the accounts of child abuse in this 

country.  It is almost a daily news item. We often read that a child somewhere is beaten, 

abused or tragically killed. These news items touch us with an extremely powerful blow. 

Tears well up in our eyes when we see and hear of such atrocities.  “How could anyone 

mistreat a child in such a way,” we ask with a contrite heart. And we search in vain for an 

answer that just will not come. Yet this horrible situation continues day after day, week 

after week and year after year! The National Child Abuse Statistics 

(www.childhelp.org/pages/statistics) posted the following statistics: 

1. Almost five children die everyday as a result of child abuse.  

2. More than three out of four are under the age of 4.  

3. A report of child abuse is made every ten seconds.  
4. It is estimated that between 60-85% of child fatalities due to maltreatment 

are not recorded as such on death certificates.  

5. 90% of child sexual abuse victims know the perpetrator in some way; 68% 

are abused by family members.  

6. Child abuse occurs at every socioeconomic level, across ethnic and 

cultural lines, within all religions and at all levels of education.  

7. 31% percent of women in prison in the United States were abused as 

children.  

8. About 30% of abused and neglected children will later abuse their own 

children, continuing the horrible cycle of abuse.  

     The above statistics literally take away my breath. I cannot fathom anyone who would 

even think of harming a child. They are put in our care and they certainly deserve the best 

treatment and care we can provide. We have all cringed and been repulsed at the sight of 

the defenseless child who is battered and forsaken. Have you ever looked into the eyes of 

a mistreated child? They are hurt, lonely and vulnerable. Adults should be helping, never 

hurting or hindering the growth and development of those little minds and bodies. 

     The physical and mental abuse of children must be addressed and corrected. That fact 

is without question. However, there is another kind of abuse to our children that is just as 

horrible and unspeakable. The spiritual neglect and abuse of children is even more 

rampant than that which we have already mentioned. The mind of a child is open to 

instruction and training. It is the responsibility of each of us to take the time to nurture 

and help these little ones learn spiritual things. To do otherwise is to abuse them in the 

worst possible way! 

“And, ye fathers, provoke not your 

children to wrath: but bring them up 

in the nurture and admonition of the 

Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4) 

     What must we do to avoid this sort of neglect and abuse? Let us observe just a few 

things that will be helpful. What are some things which contribute to the spiritual abuse 

of our children? 

We abuse our children when we…           

     Do not teach them God’s Word. 

     The Bible commands that we teach and train our children. Instruction for proper living 

is to begin at an early age (1 Timothy 1:5; 2 Timothy 3:15). The Old Testament gave this 

admonition over and over again 

(Deuteronomy 4:9; 6:6-7); Isaiah 28:9). This 

same instruction is also found in the New 

Testament (Ephesians 6:4). We would be wise 

to take this exhortation to heart. “Train up a 

child in the way he should go: and when he is 

old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). Do we really believe that we can put 

them on the proper road if they do not know truth? 

     Do not give them a good example to follow. 

     However, it is not enough to give proper instruction alone. The words of guidance 

must always be coupled with a proper example. What will we accomplish if our attitude 

is; “This is what God’s Word instructs and this is what I expect from you.” What we say 

to our children must be coupled with clear examples showing them that God’s 

instructions are important to us as well. Jesus exhorted, “Let your light so shine before 

men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 

(Matthew 5:16). What do the children see in us? (Practice what you preach!!!) 

     Do not practice proper discipline. 

     Why have so many today chosen to disregard God’s instruction concerning discipline? 

It is almost as if God gave no instructions in this matter! Some feel it is unloving to 

discipline a child. Proverbs 13:24 teacher otherwise; “He that spareth his rod hateth his 

son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.”  

     We are not properly preparing them for eternity. 

     Where will our children be in eternity? There are but two choices! They will be saved 

or lost, in heaven or hell, in joy or sorrow! I know that in this world many children are 

neglected, beaten, mistreated and malnourished. And we are correct to look upon these 

actions in great distain! But few ever give one thought of eternal torment! Many are not 

concerned with feeding their children those things that nourish the soul. Matthew 16:24 

asks a question, “what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” Let me ask, “what will 

a man give in exchange for his child’s soul?” 

      Pray for children everywhere who are being physically, mentally and sexually 

abused, but also earnestly pray for those who are being spiritually abused as well. 


