
 

BEING AN ACCOMPLICE TO SIN 

 
Men are often tempted to sin. His constant challenge is to avoid being 

drawn into a sinful condition. One does not have to be engaged in an evil thing 
to be guilty of it. It is equally sinful to be an accomplice in another's sin (Psalm 
50:16-21). There are those who would deny that this concept is Biblical. They 
would say, "How is it possible that we are guilty if we do not engage in the sin?" 
Let us observe some ways in which we can be guilty by being an accomplice. 

 
 1. We can be participants in either the deed or the results of it. "If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of 
his evil deeds" (2 John 10-11).  To entertain one who is a false teacher is as 
bad as being the false teacher. Souls are going to be lost when this is the case. 
Being associated with sin gives the appearance of condoning it.    

2. If we ever defend that which was wicked we share in this guilt. "He that 
justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are 
abomination to the LORD" (Proverbs 17:15). The saint's obligation is never to 
justify any person in his error! 
 3. One who gives ear to gossip and slanderous things becomes guilty of 
this same sin. Nothing can hurt or destroy a person or a congregation any more 
quickly that giving ear to sinful men and their malicious gossip. "For he that will 
love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips 
that they speak no guile:  Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek 
peace, and ensue it.  For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that 
do evil" (1 Peter 3:10-12, See also Proverbs 12:19-23). 
 4. Sometimes people make a pact with those known to be in error. For 
whatever the purpose it is not pleasing to God. It is often strange to see men 
become associated with those whom they have opposed for the purpose of 
advancing their own cause. But in so doing a person becomes guilty by 
association. "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather reprove them" (Ephesians 5:11; Psalm 1:1; Proverbs 4:14; 13:20). 
 These are but a few of the things that might be said concerning the sin by 
association and being an accomplice to it. Let us all make sure that we do not 
become guilty of compromising and defending those things which are sinful. 
Someone said, "We are known by the company that we keep!"  (adapted) 

  

ENEMIES OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST 

 

No doubt we have heard the phrase, “When you have friends like these, 
you do not need enemies!” This is generally said in a joking way, but can be 
seriously true. An enemy, according to Webster, is “one who hates another; 
wishes to injure him; is hostile to a cause; or anything injurious done against 
another.” There are some enemies who declare openly that they are enemies. 
But there are also enemies who make pretense of great love who are injurious to 
a true cause, especially to the cause of Christ, for which He died (Acts 20:28). 
 Paul wrote to the church at Philippi to warn that “For many walk, of whom I 
have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 
the cross of Christ:  Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and 
whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things”  (Philippians 3:18-19). 
 It should be a thing of sadness to each of us when we find anyone who is 
an enemy of the cross of Christ. Our attitude and resolve toward these should be 
in accordance with truth. What should it be?  

When one is determined by evidence to be an enemy, we should: 
 
 1. “...after the first and second admonition reject;”  (Titus 3:10) 
 2. “...from such turn away.”  (2 Timothy 3:5) 
 3. “To whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for an hour...”  
(Galatians 2:5) 

4. “And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather         
reprove them.”  Ephesians 5:11 
 5. “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath 
light with darkness?”  (2 Corinthians 6:14) 
 6. “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and              
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.” 
(Romans 16:17) 
 
 These exhortations need to be studied and obeyed. We must guard 
against wounding the cause of our Lord in any way lest we receive the wrath of 
God (Romans 1:18). We must not speak error, nor lend our support to others 
who do not “abide in the doctrine of Christ” (2 John 9-11).  

Enemies of the cross of Christ hinder the work for which Christ died. The 
church is hurt when the enemies of Christ are not identified and dealt with 
according to God’s word. 


